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Restoring west isd
RISING UP TO THE CHALLENGE

“One thing that we’ve always tried to remain constant throughout our challenge was to have exceptional schools for our kids.” – Dr. Marty Crawford

Schematic Design Presentation: New High School/Middle School Facility
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Introduction
The West Fertilizer Plant explosion on April 17, 2013 destroyed
three of West ISD’s four campuses. The next day, the school district,
the entire West community and the Huckabee team quickly began

from which most of the school and community’s traffic will be
traveling. The school will be highly visible. The plan also allows for
the maximization of the available remaining site area to become
parking for approximately 400 cars.

to formulate a plan to “RISE UP” and ensure students returned to

The building’s orientation allows for the academic spaces to

school in West as soon as possible.

be organized along the east-west axis, which provides for the

The first challenge the team faced was to create a temporary
campus for its middle and high school students, ultimately being
located on the existing middle school site. This monumental
task was accomplished through the efforts of many people and
organizations, and on August 26, 2013, West ISD students and
teachers were welcomed home to their new campuses.
The next goal became to construct a new high school and middle
school by the middle of the 2015-2016 school year; ensuring that
only two WISD graduating classes would walk the decks of the
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most favorable natural light, maximizing the indirect light while
minimizing the glare and heat gain. The athletic locker rooms are
located near the adjacent athletic facilities. The delivery area and
service drive traffic are located away from the primary face of the
building. The site layout also allows for an area for future additions.
The majority of the site drains from the north to the south, and the
lowest area of the site is generally at the southeast corner of the
property. It is in this area that there will be a detention pond to
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handle the site’s storm drainage needs.

temporary campus.
The design process began with a serious of intense and thought-

Site Circulation

provoking meetings with district administration and the design

The building’s orientation allows for maximum stacking for parent

team. The first series of meetings took place at Baylor University’s

pick-up and drop-off in a safe manner, completely separate from the

Research and Innovation center with a “visioning” consultant

bus drives. Parent traffic can enter the site, either from Mashek Drive

where the participants studied and defined a 21st/22nd century

or Spring Street and the drop-off/pick-up zone will be near the main

educational delivery model for West ISD. This team also established

entries. The special needs buses have their own drop-off/pick-up

a Program of Spaces for the new facilities and studied design

area off the bus drive. These students have their own entrance off

challenges and opportunities. In addition, design charettes were

Mashek Drive, with immediate access to the rear of the building.

conducted with district administration and Huckabee where the
design of the new facilities began to take shape in front of the team.
The charette process engaged the district in the specifics of how
spaces needed to function, and how those spaces related to the
overall design as the building took form on paper. The collaborative
design solution conceived at and resulting from this charette is
presented herein.

The bus lane enters the site from Pustejovsky Lane, just to the
north of the building. Along the bus drive, there will be canopies
for unloading and loading directly to and from the cafeteria, where
students are greeted at the start of the day and dismissed at the
end of each day. A turn-around circle allows the buses to exit the
site using the same lane they entered. Service and delivery vehicles
also enter the site using the bus lane. This drive also provides a
place to park buses on game nights.

Site Development

A fire lane/drive travels along the east end of the new school

The new West Middle School/West High School will be located

(between the building and the track). Access to this drive will be

on the same site as the previous high school campus. The site

limited to emergency vehicles and will be controlled with gates at

will house the WISD baseball field, softball field, 8-lane track/

each, providing the fire department access to the building.

field events, two practice fields, four tennis courts and supporting
concession/restroom facilities.
The building’s main entrance is oriented to the west, facing the
parking lots, along the shorter dimension of the site. This entrance
placement allows for maximum visibility of the front entrance for
visitors approaching from the south on Mashek Drive, the direction
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Building Design
The architectural solution originates from the desire for the
building to be an outreach and unification of the students, staff and
community, as well as a symbol of future opportunities. The building
physically unifies the high school and the middle school with the
civic functions of the arena and the performing arts auditorium.

Local architecture

However, these three entities (high school, middle school and
civic) have their own separate, identifiable entrances from two
large parking lots and drop-off drives. The high school and middle
school are accessed by way of controlled vestibules, which will force
visitors through the administrative office reception areas before
being allowed into the building. The building’s circulation system
creates appropriate ways to unify the buildings, while leveraging
the efficiency of combining these three entities. The circulation also
provides ways of keeping the middle school students separate from
the high school students. There are several controlled secondary
entrances, which will remain locked during the school day. Outside
the main civic entrance is a primary hallway – or commons – that
leads visitors to the public spaces and connects the students to the
joint-use spaces, as well as the academic wings.

located on both floors also adjacent to the dining room, auditorium
and arena. After being dropped off, bus riders enter directly into
the dining room and can be held there until classes start. This is also
where the bus-riding students are held in the afternoon before they
are released to the buses.
Located alongside the arena are the middle school competition
gym, two practice gyms, locker rooms, a large central weight room
(with direct access to and visibility of the outdoor sports’ venues),
and other associated athletics and physical education spaces. All
spaces in this section of the building have immediate access to the
outdoor sports’ venues.
The fine arts programs are centrally located and close to the main
entrance. This area includes the auditorium, with a second floor
balcony that also servers as a teaching space, a shop/theater
classroom, a band hall and art classrooms. The service drive for the
auditorium shop is shared with the agriculture shop and classrooms
space in a secure and visually screened service yard.
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The “Learning Resource Centers” (libraries) are 2-story spaces
located on either side of the main entries of the building with direct
access from each of the classroom wings. Within the LRCs are
“genius lounge spaces” that provide informal social space for small
group and individual study (like Apple stores, Starbucks or Barnes
& Noble). There are also presentation (learning stairs) spaces with
fixed tiered seating in both of the LRCs.
Immediately adjacent to the LRCs are the 2-story academic wings
with natural daylight and views to the outdoors. Both the high
school and middle school academic wings combine the humanities
classrooms on the lower level and math and science classrooms
on the second level. Each level creates inter-disciplinary learning
communities. Both levels also have two “spill out - living room
spaces,” designed to support and encourage student collaboration,
along with their own student and staff restrooms. Additionally,
each floor level has teacher office/planning spaces and storage
spaces that provide flexibility and efficiencies for the scheduling of
classroom space.
A large outdoor courtyard space located off the dining room
functions as both a dining space as well as an outdoor classroom.
The dining room is centrally located off the main commons,
adjacent to the auditorium and arena entrances, allowing it to
function as a pre-event space. Restrooms and concession stands are
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October 7, 2013
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Modern Learning Resource Center
Student Union
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Modern Dining Spaces
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spaces required
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we will rise up.

